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was garlanded by the temple priests.   Along the way also, many garlands
were offered  him  by the  local residents,   so  that when he reached the
College at 10 P. M. he was most beautiful to look upon.    The  pandal was
crammed even hours before the  Swami arrived.    Hundreds were outside
seeking admission.    People  of all denominations  had come, Buddhists,
Christians,  Hindus  and   Mohamedans.    At   the  entrance of the pandal
the   Swami   was  received  by Mr.    S.    Challappa  Pillai,  retired  Chief
Justice of Travancore, who conducted him to  a raised dais and garlanded him.
4'An address of welcome (See "Complete Works", page 556) was then                                    *
read, to which the   Swami   replied in a  most   eloquent  way for about an                        "                   ^
hour.    On the evening of the day following, at 7 P. M. he  spoke at the
Hindu College, on  Vedantism (See "Complete Works",  pages 557__566.)
for one hour and forty minutes.    There were present about four thousand                                "V
persons  composed   of the elite of Jaffna society,   and  one  and all were
electrified with the  Swami's stirring words.    Following the lecture, Mr.
Sevier  at the  request  of the  audience  addressed  the  assembly on the
reasons why  he had  accepted Hinduism  and why he had come to India                       .*'
with the Swami".
With   his   address at   the   Hindu   College at  Jaffna,  the Swami's journey   across   Ceylon came  to a close.    No words
can   record   the warmth   and unanimity   with   which   he was                             ^     *"
received   from   Colombo  to  Jaffna.    So   great   was -the im-                             '       4
pression created   even by this   brief visit that urgent requests ..                                  1
were made to him at every place to send teachers of the Order to preach the Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna in the. Island. Further telegrams and letters of invitation from the representative bodies of the various towns in the interior poured in, praying the Swami to pay a short visit to them, but he was unable for want of time to meet their requests. Besides, he was tired out, even in these few days, with the constant rush of people coming to see him and pay their homage to him                            -
" with offerings of fruits and flowers. "He would have been killed with kindness/' as one of his companions remarks, "if he had stayed longer in Ceylon/'                                                                             k
